WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

l\ A printing control apparatus for controlling a 
pilinter having a stapling function for binding together 
a plurality of sheets of printing paper that have been 
pripted out, comprising: 

acquisition means for acquiring paper information 
relc&ting to printing paper that has been set in the 
printer; 

idetection means for detecting, on the basis of the 
paperl information, a position at which the printing 
paper lean be stapled; and 

staple^^osition setting means for setting a staple 
positic&i in! tfieprinter on the basis of the detected 
position at which stapling can be performed. 

2. The ^apparatus according to claim i, wherein the 
printer has a plurality of paper feed units in each of 
which it lis possible to stack a plurality of sheets of 
the printing paper; and 

saidlacquisition means acquires the paper 
information for each paper feed unit. 

3. The apparatus according to claim 2, further 
comprising paper feed unit setting means for setting a 
target paper feed unit, which is the object of an output 
operation, flrom among the plurality of paper feed units; 

wherein! said detection means detects a position at 
which staplinb can be performed on printing paper that 
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Hps been loaded in said target paper feed unit. 
4 1 The apparatus according to claim 3 , wherein said 
pa|er feed unit setting means includes: 

paper information display means for displaying, for 
eacH paper feed unit, the paper information that has 
been\acquired by said acquisition means; and 

paper feed unit designation means for making it 
possible to input a user command for setting said target 
paper need unit. 

5. The 1 apparatus according to claim 3, further 
comprising binding location setting means for setting a 
binding loc atton printing paper that has been stacked in 



said target Vpaper feed unit; 

wherein said detection means detects a position at 
which stapling can be performed based upon the binding 
location. \ 

6. The apparatus according to claim 2, wherein said 
staple position setting means includes: 

staple nosition display means for displaying 
information relating to a position at which stapling can 
be performed detected by said detection means; and 

staple position designating means for making it 
possible to inpjjt a user command for setting a staple 
position . 

7. The apparatufe according to claim 2, wherein the 
paper informatio4 includes information indicating 
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transport direction of the printing paper. 
81 The apparatus according to claim 7, wherein the 
p^per information includes information indicating the 
si?e of the printing paper. 

9. \The apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the 
papear information includes information indicating the 
type \of printing paper. 

10. The apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the 
paper information includes icon information indicating 

10 icons absigned to accommodating means in advance. 

11. The OTaratus according to claim 1, further 
comprisikg\ aata transmitting means for transmitting 
information relating to the staple position, which has 
been set l§y said staple position setting means, to the 

15 printer. 

12. The apparatus according to claim 11, wherein said 
data transmitting means further transmits image data to 
be printed op the printer together with the information 
relating to the staple position. 

20 13 . A printing control apparatus for controlling a 

printer having a plurality of paper feed units in which 
it is possible^ to stack a plurality of sheets of 
printing paper A comprising: 

acquisition means for acquiring, for each paper 

2 5 feed unit of thelprinter , paper information relating to 
printing paper tnkt has been set; 
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paper information display means for displaying, for 
each daper feed unit, the paper information that has 
been acquired by said acquisition means; 

paper feed unit designation means for making it 
5 possible to input a user command for setting a target 
paper feed unit, which is the object of an output 
operation, from among the plurality of paper feed units; 

paper feed unit setting means for setting said 
target paper ff^d unit based upon the user command; 
10 and 

control rttefens for controlling printing on the 
printing paper that has been stacked in said target 
paper feed kin it . 



14, A method of controlling a printer having a stapling 
function foil binding together a plurality of sheets of 



printing paper that have been printed out, comprising: 

an acquisition step of acquiring paper information 
1 

relating to printing paper that has been set in the 
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1 

paper information, a position at which the printing 
paper can be stapled; and 

a staple- Jpsition setting step of setting a staple 
position in thelprinter on the basis of the detected 
2 5 position at whicti stapling can be performed. 

15. The method according to claim 14, wherein said 
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detection step includes steps of: 

^discriminating a position at which stapling can be 
performed based upon information indicating the size of 
the pointing paper; 
5 discriminating a position at which stapling can be 

performed based upon information indicating transport 
direction of the printing paper; and 

discriminating a position at which stapling can be 
113 performed \based^upon a binding location of the printing 

|;f1 10 paper. 

|; 3 16. A method o^f <|\£j£ rolling a printer having a 

ifi plurality o£\ paper feed units in each of which it is 

.possible to stack a plurality of sheets of printing 
paper, comprising: 

an acquisition step of acquiring, for each paper 
feed unit of trie printer, paper information relating to 
printing paper \that has been set; 

a paper information display step of displaying, for 
each paper feed\unit, the paper information that has 
2 0 been acquired; 

a paper feed unit designation step of inputting a 
user command for setting a target paper feed unit, which 
is the object of an output operation, from among the 
plurality of paper Yfeed units; 
25 a paper feed umit setting step of setting said 

target paper feed unlit based upon the user command; 



I'* 1 c; 



- 29 - 



• 



o 



V\ i 



1.1 



a printing step of printing on the printing paper 
that has been stacked in said target paper feed unit. 
17. \A printing system comprising a host computer and a 
printer that are connected to each other, wherein said 
host qpmputer includes : 

acquisition means for acquiring paper information 
relatind to printing paper that has been set in the 
printer; 

10 deteqtion/lrteans for detecting, on the basis of the 

paper infoipation\ a position at which the printing 
paper can b^t stapled; 

staple-position setting means for setting a staple 
position in trje printer on the basis of the position at 
15 which stapling! can be performed; and 

transmitting means for transmitting information 
relating to the staple position that has been set to 
said printer; anc 

said printer \includes : 
20 printing meanfe for printing an image, which is 

based upon image data, on the printing paper; 

receiving means for receiving the information 
relating to the staple position that has been 
transmitted from said^host computer; and 
25 stapling means foV binding together a plurality 

sheets of printing pape&r, after printout has been 
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performed by said printing means, in conformity with the 
information relating to the staple position. 

18. \ The system according to claim 17, wherein said 
transmitting means of said host computer transmits image 
data tlo be printed to the printer together with the 
mformVtion relating to the staple position. 

19. The system according to claim 17, wherein said 
printer nas a plurality of paper feed units in each of 
which it \s possible to stack a plurality of sheets of 

10 the printing paper; 

said l\ost\ cjomputer further including paper feed 
unit settind means for setting a target paper feed unit, 
which is the\object of an output operation, from among 
the plurality^ of paper feed units, based upon the paper 
15 information fcir each paper feed unit acquired by said 
acquisition means; 

said deteation means detects the position at which 
stapling can be \performed on printing paper that has 
been loaded in said target paper feed unit. 
20 20. The system according to claim 19, wherein said 

paper feed unit setting means displays, for each paper 
feed unit, the paoer information that has been acquired 
by said acquisition means and sets said target paper 
feed unit based upop a user command in response to the 
2 5 display. 

21. The system acco\ding to claim 18, wherein said 



- 31 - 



o 

m 
|.* 
1:0 

i!5 

CO 

P 

H 

m 
□ 
□ 



staple position setting means displays information 
relating to a position at which stapling can be 
performed detected by said detection means and sets the 
staplie position based upon a user command in response to 
the display. 

22. The system according to claim 17, wherein a 
plurality of said printers are connected, and said host 
computers further includes printer setting means for 
setting c\printf&^ that is to perform printing among said 

10 plurality pf pointers, 

23. The system\ according to claim 17, wherein each of 
said means of said host computer is implemented by a 
printer driver . 

24. A printing system comprising a host computer and a 
15 printer that chre connected together, said printer having 

a plurality of \paper feed units in each of which it is 

possible to stack a plurality of sheets of printing 

paper, wherein said host computer includes: 

acquisition ytieans for acquiring, for each paper 
20 feed unit of said Yprinter , paper information relating to 

printing paper thaft has been set; 

paper information display means for displaying, for 

each paper feed unit\ the paper information that has 

been acquired by said^ acquisition means; 
25 paper feed unit designation means for making it 

possible to input a user command for setting a target 
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pemper feed unit, which is the object of an output 
operation, from among the plurality of paper feed units; 

\ paper feed unit setting means for setting said 
targtet paper feed unit based upon the user command; 
and \ 

aontrol means for controlling printing on the 
printing paper that has been stacked in said target 
paper feed unit. 

25. A recording medium on which has been recorded a 
program for continuing a printer having a stapling 
function for biVidlftq' together a plurality of sheets of 
printing paper tnat have been printed out, said control 
program having at least: 

code of hp. acquisition step of acquiring paper 
information relating to printing paper that has been set 
in the printer; 

code of a detection step of detecting, on the basis 
of the paper information, a position at which the 
printing paper cam be stapled; and 

code of a staple-position setting step of setting a 
staple position in tthe printer on the basis of the 
detected position at Which stapling can be performed. 

26. A recording medium on which has been recorded a 
program for controlling a printer having a plurality of 
paper feed units in each of which it is possible to 
stack a plurality of sheets of printing paper, said 
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control progrAm having at least: 

code of/ an acquisition step of acquiring, for each 
paper feed ynit of the printer, paper information 
relating ta printing paper that has been set; 

code /of a paper information display step of 
displaying, for each paper feed unit, the paper 
information t^rat has been acquired; 

co£le ot! a/I paper feed unit designation step of 
inputting a |^er command for setting a target paper feed 
unit, (which is the object of an output operation, from 
among/ the plurality of paper feed units; 

code of a paper feed unit setting step of setting 
saic^f target paper feed unit based upon the user command; 
and/ 

code of a printing step of printing on the printing 
pa/per that has been stacked in said target paper feed 
u/iit . 
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